
*Pipette tips can also be 
put into robust empty 

plastic screw top 
container and disposed 

of as per other solid 
biological waste. 

General Laboratory Waste Disposal Routes  

Solid Liquid Sharps 

Plastic pipettes, 
agar plates, 

tubes etc 
No Sharps, incl. 

pipette tips! 

Clear 
biohazard 

bag in white 
plastic 

container 

CTS staff collect 
waste and 

replace 
biohazard bag 

Small 

Aspirate 
into 

container  

Change 
container 
when 2/3 

full  

Pool in 
robust 

container   

When full to black 
line, close & label 
with marker pen. 

Put in CTS 
collection container 

Yellow sharps 
bin  

Needles, scalpels, 
glass pasteurs, 

pipette tips*, glass 
slides and cover slips  

Biological Waste 

Large 

Add tape with waste info 
written on it. Put in CTS 

collection container 

Cover/
Close 

Chemical Waste 

Trace Sink Fume Hood 

Blue bag in 
yellow bin. 
Trace liquid 
and pipette 

tips. No 
sharps! 

EtBr 

Gels etc. 
Yellow EtBr 
labelled bin, 
without bag  

Liquid  
 use destain 

bag to 
extract EtBr 
then add to 
solid waste  

Liquid 
 To drain 

with lots of 
water if safe 

to do so 

Hazardous 
solid and 

liquid waste 
should not be 

mixed  

Clearly mark 
container with 

content  

Alert lab 
manager 

when waste 
needs 

removed  

Black bags - non-contaminated waste e.g packaging, paper towels, etc 
Grey bins - broken non-contaminated clear or brown glass only 
Batteries - tape ends and put in collection box 
Green box - rinsed glassware 
For further details please see SLS health and safety website:  
https://www.lifesci.dundee.ac.uk/services/healthandsafety/waste/waste_home.html 


