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This document sets out the procedures governing the use of disposable gloves in CLS, including
natural rubber latex gloves and synthetic alternatives. Procedures are in accordance with University
Safety Policy Arrangement 16/2002 (revised) — Latex Allergy.

L.

CLS personnel are advised to wear nitrile gloves unless risk assessment* shows that latex or
another synthetic glove material is more appropriate. If latex gloves are shown to be the best
option, only the non-powdered variety may be used. *See the CLS H&S Information Officer
or H&S Co-ordinator for advice on risk assessment.

CLS Stores will only stock nitrile gloves. Individuals requiring latex gloves may order them
from an external supplier.

If many gloves are found to be defective in any given batch, this must be reported
immediately to the CLS H&S Co-ordinator and, if the gloves were purchased from CLS
Stores, the Stores Manager.

Adverse reactions to disposable gloves — i.e. irritant dermatitis and chemical/latex allergy —
and chemical resistance issues will be covered at the CLS H&S Induction Seminar and
included on the H&S Basic Training Checklist. In addition to this, posters will be displayed
on all H&S Notice-boards and information will be made available on the CLS H&S Web Site.

If an adverse reaction to disposable gloves is suspected, the glove wearer must immediately
report this as per the CLS Accident/Incident Reporting Procedure.

Glove wearers must check that the glove material is suitable for the purpose. Advice on this
can be sought from H&S Personnel or found on the CLS H&S Web Site.

Disposable gloves should only be worn when there is likelihood of hands coming into contact
with hazardous substances or if gloves are required to protect the work.

Gloves must be removed before the wearer moves from a lab area into a non-lab area or
writing room, and before touching items routinely used by people not wearing gloves, e.g.
telephones, computer keyboards, door handles. Always wash hands after removing gloves.
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